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, second, as quickly as if it were a hot potato. The 

th7 centre must try to catch it. The one from whom it is taken 
must then take his place as catcher, the former one taking the vacant seat. 

' ) Brush GAME.— Stand round in a circle, all hands behind the 
back. Have a small (hat) brush ; pass it quickly round behind. One 
person in the centre tries to get hold of the brush. Person who lets it 
be found then takes centre. 

(5.) Man and Okject. — Two persons go out of the room and fix 
upon any well-known character (historical or otherwise), and also on 
some object, which he is known to possess or to have possessed (example 
Nelson and the Victory.) One person designates the individual, the 
other the object. Persons in room ask questions to man and object 
alternately, they only answering “ Yes ” or “ No.” Thus they discover 
whom the two wish to personate. 

(6.) Potato Race. — Pick up two sides. Have six potatoes for each 
side; also an egy-spoon and a basket at the other end of room. One 
person from each takes an egg spoon and picks up the potatoes (which are 
arranged in a row) with it. He must then carry each one the 
length of the room without dropping it, and deposit it safely in the 
basket. Whoever gets his half-dozen in the basket first, wins The 
winners may be given little prizes, as chocolates, etc. This is continued 
till every person has raced. 

(7.) I HE Donkey’s Tail. — Cut a large brown paper donkey. Pin 
it on the wall; the tail must be detached. Blindfold players in turn, 
and let them walk across the room (cleared of all obstacles) taking' with 
them the tail, which they must try to pin on to the right part of the 
animal. 


(8 .) School Game.— F orm a semi-circle of the players; one is school- 
mistress. Begins at the top pupil ; asks for the name of an animal, 
fish, bird, reptile, insect, beginning with any letter she may choose 
(example, an animal, beginning with “ p,” porcupine, etc.) Teacher 
must count ten, and if pupil does not give an answer in time, she must 
pass on to the next in order. If she knows, she moves up one, the 
unsuccessful pupil taking the lower place and so on. 

(9.) Spelling BACKWARDS.-Form class into one row standing. One 
acts the part of schoolmistress. Beginning at top pupil, spells any word 
backwards, counts ten, pupil must say the word before the “ten” is 
counted If he does not, teacher passes on to next with same word. One 
who answers rightly moves up to the top and so on. 

do.) Si OR, Telling. The game of story-telling is played thus : one 
G ^ ln ^ a S ^ 01 ) > leaves off in an exciting part, when his neighbour 
conunues and so on, till all have told, and the story is concluded. 

ontnf\L CHARACT ^ RS ' — Pla) ' ers seat themselves in a circle. One goes 

nr nth* / r °x 0rT !\ \ ac ^ rem aining person thinks of a character (historical 

the lse ) " llc 1 le wishes to personate. The one from outside re-enters 

“ Nn” an lS S eaC ^ P erson questions to which they answer “ Yes” or 

thev nrp a Cernm " P oss ^ e character ; thus they discover what person 
they are designating. y M R N# 
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Dear Editor, — Telegrams is a very good game. Rule as many 
papers like blank telegram forms as there are players, and provide each 
player with one. The first player then gives any letter of the alphabet, 
which is written down by all the players in the first of the blank spaces. 
The second player then gives another letter and so on until all the party 
have in turn given letters. The game consists in making as good a 
telegram as possible in three minutes, using the given initial letters as the 
first of each word. The use of the address at the begining or end of the 
telegram is optional. At the end of the three minutes the forms are read 
out aloud, and if the children are clever, the reading is often very 
entertaining. E. L. M. 

Dear Editor, — The game of “Acting the Titles of Books* * is 
played in the following way : Two or more people go out of the room, 
choose the title of a book and decide upon the actions. When all is ready 
they appear before the audience, who then guess what the title is. For 
example “Misunderstood” is the title chosen. One person out of the room 
writes “stood” on a piece of paper, she comes in and stands holding the 
paper over her head. M. F. 

Dear Editor, — The game of Judge and Jury is played in the 
following manner : The players arrange themselves in two lines on chairs 
opposite each other. The Judge sits at the top, and asks any of the 
players a question which must be answered by his vis-a-vis. If the one 
asked answers, or if his vis-a-vis does not answer before ten is counted, 
he becomes Judge and has to ask the questions. “Yes,** “No,** “Black,** 
or “ White,” are not allowed as answers. H. C. 

Games for Christmas Holidays.— Two sets of picture card games, 
prettily coloured called “ Object Dominoes and Natural History 
Dominoes,” 9 each, will be found a favourite amusement for little ones 


of three and four years. Also for older children a game of quartettes or 
the National Gallery, with illustrations of the chief works of the British 
School of Painters, published by Jaques & Son, may be had at Whiteley s 
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Edited by Henry Perrin, Hon. Org. Sec., 8, Carlton Hill , N.W. 

Jo whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

The two lectures which Miss C. M. Mason delivered in London on 

October 22nd and 23rd, were very largely attended, especially tnat at 

Kensington Palace Gardens, in spite of the inclement weather. 

Natural History Club . — The Third Annual Exhibition in connection 

with this Club was held on Nov. 15th and 16th. Full Report next mont . 

Belgravia — The next meeting will be held on Nov. - ot ^> 011 

“Sensitiveness and Sensibility in Children,” by C. 1 . Dent, Esq 

~ o / ktr t ip kinnnpss ot 


R M r^. at 2. Carlos Place, Grosv 





TTLk -November 2 nd : Mr. T. G, Rooper, M.A., H.M.I., 

n address on “Gaiety in Education,” at 23, Oxford Square. 
£ aVe Kpr nth- The second reading-circle was held at 9, Pembridge 
£ "ou>.dl Life," in -Hon,. Education,” was read and 
discussed The next reading-circle will be on December 9th. All 
PN E U members are welcomed. December 10th : Mrs. Spencer Curwen 
will give a lecture, with illustrations, on “The application of Educational 
Principles to Pianoforte Teaching,” at 5 o’clock, at 23, Cavendish Square 
(by the kindness of Mrs. Juler). 

Names for the following courses should be sent in at once Excursions 
to Westminster Abbey, British Museum, National Gallery and the Tower 


(fee 4-r., and 5 s. for non -members). 

Hand-work and brush-drawing classes for children and adults, during 
the Christmas holidays. 

Shakespeare readings, free to children of members (aged 14 to 20), by 
the kindness of Mrs. Hall, on three Saturday evenings, at 9, Powis Square, 
commencing January 4th. 

Hockey Club — Holiday fee, 2s. 6 d. 

Mrs. Franklin is at home Thursday mornings. 

Mrs. Boole, 16, Ladbroke Road, has kindly consented to show and 
explain free-hand needlework, as described in Mrs. Webb’s lecture in 
Febiuary, to any one interested, on the second Monday in the month, at 
her house. 


Hampstead.— O n Oct. 16th, the Rev. E. A. Abbott, D.D., addressed a 
Public Meeting, at the High School for Girls, Maresfield Gardens, on “ The 
Use and Abuse of Parental Reserve ” ; and on Nov. 13th, Mr. Howard Swan 
lectured on “The (Gouin) Series Method and the Training of the 
Imagination in Teaching Languages and other Subjects to Children.” 
The chair was taken by H. Courthope Bowen, Esq., M.A., and a 
discussion followed, in which Miss Bryant, D.Sc., Miss Franks, C. 
Herbert-Smith, Esq, LL.D., and others took part. There was a very 
large attendance. Arrangements are being made to form classes early in 
January on the Gouin System both for adults and for children. Further 
particulars may be obtained from Miss Locket, Twyford House, King 
Henry’s Road, N.W. The next meeting will be held on Dec. nth, at 40, 
Belsize Park (by kind permission of Mrs. Binney), when Mrs. Spencer 
Curwen will lecture on “ The Application of Educational Principles to 
Pianoforte Teaching.” The chair will be taken at 8 o’clock by lames 
Shaw, Esq. (organist of St. Paul’s, Avenue road). 

Dllwich. The first of a course of four meetings arranged for the 
session, took place on October 24th, at The Chestnuts, Dulwich Common, 
w en an interesting paper was read by Miss Wells, on “ The Training of 
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Young Children.” It was followed by a vigorous discussion on many 
points introduced by the lecturer. 

Classes are being arranged for the Christmas holidays, for lessons in 
basket-work and other handicrafts, and brush-work. 

North Finchley.— The second meeting of the session was held 
last evening (Nov. 8th), at Older’s Hill, Finchley, by kind permission of 
Mrs. Clegg, when Mrs. J. Spencer Curwen gave an address on “The 
Application of Educational Principles to Pianoforte Teaching ” (with 
illustrations). There was a full and very appreciative audience Ten 
new members were enrolled. Our next meeting will be held on December 
5th, at Netherelms, Woodside Park, when Miss Agnes Ward (late 
Principal of the Maria Grey College), will give an address on “Howto 
Develop our Little Children by Training their Powers.” 

Reading.— The Annual General Meeting was announced to be held on 
November 16th, when the Report of the Executive Committee and the 
Financial Report were to be presented. There are 35 new members for 
the past year, making a total of 117, after deducting four resignations. 
An address was afterwards to be delivered by the Rev. F. T. Colson, M.A., 
on “The Religious Education of Young Children;” the Rev. Canon 
Cromwell in the chair. 


Southdown Branch 

Brighton Centre . — A successful meeting took place on November nth, 
at Abinger House, by kind permission of Lady Louise Loder, when 
Dr. A. T. Schofield lectured to the members on ‘‘ The Physiology of 
Habit.” The subject is one of great value to parents and educators, 
and of general interest. The lecturer was well in touch with his 
audience, who afterwards joined in a discussion. 

The next meeting is fixed for December 14th, when Mr. Russell has 
kindly promised to lecture on “ Sloyd.” 

Eastbourne Centre. -A lecture will be given on Wednesday, the 4th 
December, at four o’clock, by George Horne, Esq., at the Caldecott 
Museum, Lismore Road, on “The Teaching of Natural Science in 
connection with Geography.” The Reading-Circle will meet on 
Thursday, December 5th, at 3.30, by the kind invitation of Mrs. 
Cardwell, at the Moat-Croft, Upperton Road. Will members kindly 
notify their acceptance on or before the 4th inst. 

Hastings and St. Leonard's Centre.— On October 24th, at 33, 
Warrior Square (by kind permission of Mrs. F. Shaw), an address 
was given by Miss Charlotte Mason, on “The Aims of the 
P.N.E.U.” Chairman, the Rev. F. R. Burrows, M.A., master 0 

Ancaster House School. 


Leeds.— On October 25th Mrs. Boyd Carpenter read a most 
paper on “ Later Links in the Home Chain.’’ In the course of her remarks 
she saida child should be taught to say, first, I can , next, \u » 

I ought. Children to be trained to decide for themselves even if- *rongy 
so as to bear the responsibility of their acts. The family m ^earliest 
years must represent a monarchy ; as children grow 0 
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^ r hildren too much happiness. It develops the 

We cannot give o u nob]est in t h em . The lecturer dwelt on the 
holiest, strongest, an ag bright as possible. Hobbies should 

importance of “ a the | eiS ure hours. Girls ought to be taught 

be enco-ngd ^. angement> and cooking. She laid stress on 
nursing, no ^ frequent, and recommended strongly the use of 

not “ sarcasm,” as a substitute, and larger faults to be dealt 
‘ cuehelieved that whatever we looked for in children 


we found. 

SOUTHPORT.— The first meeting of the session was held on November 
6th, when a paper was read by Miss Simon, on “Teaching and 
Education.” There was a good attendance, many new members were 
enrolled, and an interesting discussion held. 

On December ioth an address will be given by Mrs. Miall, on “A 
Modern Language.” 

In January Dr. Maccall will lecture on “Heredity,” and in February 
Miss C. M. Mason will speak on “ The Future of the P.N.E.U.” 


Sheffield. — The winter session of this branch was opened on the 
25th October, when C. Carus Wilson, Esq., gave an interesting address 
on “The Action of Water on Land.” The meeting was held at the 
Girls’ High School (by the kind permission of Mrs. Woodhouse), and 
there was a large attendance of children and their friends. 

Mrs. Woodhouse has promised to address the members later in the 
season, and Mr. T. G. Rooper, H.M.I., whose transfer to the South of 
England is a great loss to the Northern branches of the Union, has 
kindly promised an address after Christmas. 


Bedford. — The inaugural meeting of a branch of the P.N.E.U. 
for this town, was held on Wednesday, November 6th, Guy Pirn, Esq., 
M.P., in the chair. The Duchess of Bedford, Dr. Schofield, and T. G. 
Rooper, Esq., H.M.I., were listened to with great interest by a large 
audience, and over fifty members have been enrolled. 

Edinburgh. — A meeting was announced for November 22nd, when Dr. 
Schofield was to speak on “The Formation of Character in Children.” 
Dr John Thomson’s class will be held on Tuesday afternoons, from 
3.30 to 4.30, beginning about the middle of January. The subject is 
“ Nursery Hygiene,” etc. There will be a class conducted by Miss 
Bimbuiy, of South Kensington, for the teaching of artistic needlework to 
children. 


(For list of bra?iches and addresses of Local Hon. Secs, see 
advertisements. ) 

(Parcels of Back Numbers for distribution can be obtained from the 
Secretary, at the rate of ten copies for 1/-, or per 100, carriage paid). 
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Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

the value of hardness in education. 

By Mrs. Creighton. 


There certainly used to be no lack of hardness in the 
educational methods of the past. The schoolmasters of 
former centuries do not seem to have been actuated by any 
esire to make lessons easy or pleasant. Their one object 
was to get the boy to learn, they regarded the boy nature as 
in itself evil, and that their business was by compulsion and 
many blows to force him into the right way. The early 
proficiency of many, even in this century, shows that 
childhood was not looked upon by our fathers as a time to be 
spent in pleasure. John Stuart Mill’s account of his 
childhood and the early age at which he studied the classics 
seems to us almost incredible. We hear of a copy of 
Smollet's English History being given to Dr. Arnold at the 
age of 3, “ as a reward for his proficiency in English 
History/' We know that Keble and many of his generation 
went up to the University at the age of 16. Pusey writes 
that boys could pass Little Go, the first University 
examination, between the ages of 11 and 13, an examination 
which is now taken at 18 or 19. Granted even that the 


standard has been somewhat raised, we are compelled to 
admit that such a state of early proficiency as is indicated 
by these examples, implies a very different kind of childhood 
from that enjoyed by children of the present day. There 
was the same sort of difference in regard to their relations 
with their parents ; there was much more formality, much 
more stiffness in their intercourse, a tar greater demand for 
outward respect. Some twenty years ago I remember hearing 
that an elderly spinster remarked after a sermon b) a joung 
clergyman on the duties of parents, “I wonder what these 
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